The Wimbledon Whisper
April 2022

Welcome to the fourth edition of our monthly newsletter!
It is a bumper one as we reflect on March and look forward to the busy month ahead.
Please be mindful of changes to our opening hours over the Easter weekend, as well as session
changes (see page 5 - April 2022 Key Events).
Maintenance:
Due to the increasing list of works required at the club we have appointed a full-time maintenance
person. Martin comes to us with a wealth of experience and has fantastic local knowledge of the
club. He will be making not only repairs when required but will be proactive in managing a detailed
schedule of ongoing maintenance designed to ensure the club remains legally compliant, safe and
functional. He will continue to improve upon the aesthetics.
If there are any maintenance issues, please report them at Reception so that they will be detailed
on a fault log that will be checked regularly, the issues recorded, and progress monitored. If there
is ever an immediate danger please inform a member of staff at Reception.
The replacement of our court light bulbs remains ongoing. We will convert them all to LED
“daylight” bulbs to provide the best playing experience and as part of our commitment to become
more energy efficient and lower our costs.
New hair and body gel dispensers have now been installed in the men's changing room.
Carpet tiles around our new barrier have now be fitted and ceiling tiles in both the corridor and
accesible toilet are in situ.
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Dates for the diary:
Saturday 14th May – Club Finals Day and the FA Cup Final
We welcome all our members, whether as a participant or spectator, to attend the club for the end of
season finale for both badminton and squash. The day will provide competitive sport, food will be
served throughout, the FA Cup Final will be televised in the bar followed by a disco until close.
Thursday 26th May - Evening of the Club AGM and the AGMs of the Badminton and Squash sections.
Car Park:
We will very soon be locking the car park barrier each night from 12am - 8:15am. Please do not leave
your vehicles overnight.
A further update will follow soon regarding access control.
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Staff Changes:
Sally from the Reception team has now left us, to return to her native Sweden. We wish her luck!
We are very pleased to welcome two new team members - Charlie and Will. Please make them feel
welcome and we ask you to be patient whilst they are learning our systems.
Polite reminders:
Please do not to park on yellow boxes in either the front or rear car park, even to momentarily drop
off! Those persons who block the emergency exits are not only breaking the law but are
jeopardising our capabilities to ensure we can evacuate the club safely in an emergency.
If you hear the fire alarm, please evacuate the building by the nearest exit and meet at the front
car park assembly point. Do not collect belongings or ignore the alarm. We need to be sure we
can evacuate the club safely and quickly and we must be confident in the process.
If you have finished play on a badminton court (squash are sensor based) and no one appears on
court after you, please turn off the lights and heaters. The heaters should be turned on only when
when the area is cold.
Badminton – the peg board system exists to be inclusive and ensure everyone within a grade (all
those playing that session) have a fair chance to play in organised games. If any members need
clarity as to how the sessions work, please speak to the session rep.
Badminton - At the end of all club-led activities, the used shuttlecocks should be placed in the
appropriate bins for our Saturday Junior Sessions. These shuttlecocks are not for members to
take home.
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Member News
The Club would like to congratulate WR&FC member
and Academy player Emma Stoner for winning a
bronze medal in singles at the Spanish Para
Badminton International!
Fantastic achievement! Well done Emma!
Emma is sponsored by ADBC, the Anders Disability
Badminton Charity.

Congratulations to WR&FC academy Squash player
Gabriel Chak for winning the U13 boys Surrey Gold
Junior National event, pictured with his sister Esther,
who also won the U11 girls event.

Big congratulations to WR&FC academy Squash player
Luke McBride, who has been selected as part of the
England U13 team to take part in the 5 Nations Event
later in April.

We really enjoy hearing the successes of the members within the Club. If you have any members to
congratulate, please email: info@wimbledonclub.co.uk
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April 2022 Key Events
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Weekday Sessions

Monday:
Badminton B Graded Session
£8 Member/£16 Non-Member

Tuesday:
Morning Squash Session
£10 Member/£15 Non-Member
Gold Session
Badminton B+ Graded Session
£8 Member/£16 Non-Member
Wednesday:
Badminton C&C+ Graded Session
£8 Member/£16 Non-Member
Thursday:
Squash Pro Morning
£5 Member/£5 Non-Member
Adult 6-Week Beginner
Squash Course
£75 Member/£90 Non-member
Open Session
£7 Member/£12 Non-Member
Badminton A Graded Session
£8 Member/£16 Non-Member
Boxing Session (PadsManXtra)
£10 Member/£15 Non-Member
Friday:
Women’s Squash Club night
£10 member/£15 Non-Member
Open Session
£6 member/£12 Non-Member
Badminton Open Graded Session
£8 Member/£16 Non-Member

19:00-22:30

10:00-11:30
19:30-20:45
19:00-22:30

19:00-22:30

10:30-12:00

19:30-20:45

11:00-13:00
19:00-22:30

08:00-09:00

18:30-19:30

13:00-15:00
19:00-22:30
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Weekend Sessions
Saturday:
Squash Club Night
£7 Member/£12 Non-Member

17:00-19:00

Badminton Junior Beginners
09:00-10:00
£7 Member/£11.50 Non-Member
Non-Member charged Member's rate for first 3 weeks before deciding to join as a
member
Badminton Junior 1
10:00-12:00
Badminton Junior 2
12:00-14:00
Badminton Junior 3&4
14:00-16:00
Junior Sessions 1-4 are charged at £10 Member/£14 Non-Member
Disability badminton session 1
£5 Member/£7 Non-Member
Para-badminton session 2
£5 Member/£7 Non-Member

17:00-18:30

Boxing Session (PadsManXtra)
£10 Member/£15 Non-Member

08:00-09:00

Sunday:
Squash Junior Beginners
Squash Junior Intermediate
Squash Junior Performance
Squash Adult Beginners
£10 Member/£15 Non-Member)
Squash Adult Improvers
£10 Member/£15 Non-Member
Sunday Squash Team Training
£10 Member/£15 Non-Member

18:30-20:00

09:45-10:30
10:30-11:30
11:30-12:30
16:30-17:30
17:30-19:00
19:00-20:00

Badminton Beginners & Improvers
£7 Member/£12 Non-Member

17.00-19.00

Boxing Session (PadsManXtra)
£10 Member/£15 Non-Member

11:00-12:00
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Badminton News
Yonex All England Badminton Championships:
The Yonex All England Badminton Championships (the sport’s oldest and most prestigious
tournament) took place as usual in Birmingham from Wednesday 16th to Sunday 20th March. This
year 80 Club members and their friends booked tickets via Reception, and some took advantage of
the hotel accommodation which had been reserved. Of course, there were many other members who
made their own arrangements but still enjoyed some of the wonderful badminton on offer at the event.
There were several ‘upsets’ throughout the tournament – not everything went according to the
seeding. Some years ago, Finals Day was dominated by members of the Chinese team but this year
Japanese players won three events, and other finalists were from Denmark, India, Korea, and
Indonesia which made for some very exciting contests. We’re all looking forward to next year!
Saturday Junior Program:
All our sessions are limited in numbers to ensure we have the correct coach:pupil ratio. This will
improve the coaching experience for participants. Members can book all sessions in advance and are
strongly advised to do so, as places are limited.
New Badminton Session:
A new social session is open on Friday afternoon 1pm-3pm.
It is an Intermediate level, member-led games session with the pegboard in use for game selection
(no coaching). Players need to be able to join in doubles games with confidence. Book now and
collect your peg at reception. Members £6, Visitors £12. Come and join in!
Evening Session:
All adults attending the midweek evening sessions are requested to wait outside the glass doors to
access badminton courts 1-4 until directed to enter by the session rep. Junior academy players must
be allowed to vacate the area first. Also, may we remind those attending to ensure they utilise the
designated changing areas and remain fully clothed in public areas – especially around our junior
players.
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Badminton Club Championships:
The Club Championships are back! Badminton events will start on Tuesday 19th April. Places are
bookable now via 'MyCourts' under the 'Club Tournaments' tab. Please see the event schedule and
tournament guidance for all information about events and entries.
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Squash News
We would like to congratulate the following members for their recent performances::

WR&FC club member & Roehampton University
student Satomi Watanabe became the Japanese
Women’s National Champion for the 4th time
earlier this month. Huge congratulations to Satomi
from everyone at WR&FC!

March has been an amazing month for our
WR&FC women's squash teams. The attached
picture shows our Women's 2nd team celebrating
the Surrey Division 2 title. Congratulations to team
members Stella Opoko-Owusu, Edel Burke,
Nicola Sands (cpt), Demi Galanakis & Sophie
Evans. We also had success in Surrey Division 1,
where our Women's 1st team won the title in
style. Further congratulations to team members
Satomi Watanabe, Rana Ismail, Rawan
ElKalaawy, Allison Lobb (capt) & Ameerah
Elgarhy.
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WR&FC Squash Levels:
WR&FC has signed up to a trial with Squash Levels so that we can use its community function
across our squash members. Use the QR code in the picture below to sign up to the
Wimbledon Racquets community page! Many players don’t realise that this records all of our
members squash league games and gives each player a squash level, as well as a ranking
within WR&FC, Surrey, Nationally & World… check out your World Ranking!
Squash Club Championships:
Below you will find more information about the Squash Club Championships. Members can
enter now via MyCourts. Entries close on 20th April.
We look forward to seeing you at the events!
Club Racketball Championship (The Geoff Mayne Memorial):
The racketball club championship will be held on Friday 29th April from 6:45pm. Enter the
event via MyCourts under the 'Tournaments' tab.
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Gym News
New Gym Equipment:
We have recently invested in a new piece of box jump equipment.
The Box Jump is a great tool to help with explosive power in the legs or can be included for
any workout finisher, circuit training or any cardio conditioning format.
Please see the video link below for a demonstration. For further advice please ask our
personal trainers (Jerry and Matt) and they will be able to assist you.
https://www.wimbledonclub.co.uk/gym/

