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BADMINTON  COMMITTEE   -  Chairman’s Report 
 

I began last year’s report with news about courtside facilities.  I am pleased to say that, in addition 
to three storage cupboards in the New Hall & curtained storage behind Courts 1 & 2, the light 
fittings in the Old Hall have all been fitted with LED bulbs; there seems to have been no dramatic 
change in the light levels but the cost savings should be significant.  We hope to review the New 
Hall lighting equipment in the near future.  Incidentally, the New Hall was opened in 1984 – so it’s 
hardly ‘New’ any more!  
 
At the end of June 2014, shortly after last year’s AGM, our Club Professional, Stuart Wardell, 
relinquished his post at the Club to begin his new role as GB National Singles Coach, based at 
Badminton England headquarters in Milton Keynes.  At the end of August we were delighted to 
welcome Ben Beckman as our new Head of Badminton.  He has updated the grading criteria & 
instituted a new system for delivering the results of upgrading trials.  Players are not given a 
decision on the upgrading night but receive an e-mail the following day; if they are unsuccessful 
they are given a detailed assessment as well as advice about the areas of their game which require 
improvement.  Ben was ably assisted by Sam Phillips in the trials & this new system allowed them 
to spend more time to assess players.  Sam also assisted Ben with team trials.  Ben & the Badminton 
Committee will be working towards clarifying the process for selecting teams – by assessing 
performance at the trials as well as during the previous season.  Ben has started to attend the 
evening graded sessions once a week; not only does this mean that he is available to answer 
questions & offer advice but it also gives him a better overview of session members & potential 
team members.  Ben & Sam will be running an Advanced Badminton Course, which is aimed at 
graded Club members & should prove to be most popular.  Three of the Club’s top juniors – Luke 
Pearce, Tom Saunders & Sam Lyle - have joined the Club’s coaching team; they now have their 
Level 1 coaching qualification & once they are old enough will progress to Level 2.  It is wonderful 
to see some of those who have come through our junior programme making this contribution to the 
next generation of juniors.  Ben has been accepted on to this year’s Level 3 coaching course; it is a 
2-year course & will be important for his career development as well as for the Club.  A separate 
report from Ben is available for all to see on the Club’s website/noticeboard. 
 
Khalid Akbar, who has been the Junior Section Co-ordinator for many years, decided to step down 
from this role in early February & has yet to be replaced.  I should like to take this opportunity to 
thank Khalid for all he has done during his term of office & appreciate the work he continues to do 
with junior coaching.  Our junior sessions continue to thrive & I should like to thank all the coaches 
– including Karen Beckman, Craig Buchanan, Ian Buchanan, Helle Nicholson, Kris Ramjeeawon, 
Chris Richards, & Jo Small.  Having been at the same level for many years, Junior session fees were 
increased but this has not impacted on attendance numbers.  In fact, Ben is now in discussion with 
Fulham FC about the possibility of setting up a satellite club; this will increase the number of junior 
sessions & should make more ‘at home’ court space available for adult members.  Several of our 
junior members have achieved great results: Alex Green won his 3rd Junior National title in a row, 
winning the Under-13 Boys Doubles; Samodani Wijetunge won her 1st National title, winning the 
Under-17 Girls Singles; & Sam Lyle was runner-up in the Under-17 Boys Singles at the Nationals.  
Luke Pearce was runner-up in the Under-19 Irish International Boys Singles.  We extend 
congratulations to those I have named, but there are so many more of our juniors who are in county 
squads, are in the England Junior Performance Programme, as well as winning tournaments across 
the whole country so we wish to recognise all their achievements & say “Well done!!”. 
 
While we are on the subject of tournaments & competition we should turn our attention to the 
report (also available on the Club website/noticeboard) from our Match Secretary, Joyce Wadey, 
who has now been ‘in post’ for more than 45 years.  Wimbledon entered 12 teams in the Surrey 
County Badminton Association leagues & one in the SCBA Hybrid Cup, as well as two teams in the 
Sutton & District League, which kept Joyce quite busy!  She arranged (& rearranged) a total of 142 
matches (134 in 2013/14) but reports that our teams did not fare well this season; we won 62 
matches & lost 80.  I should like to extend thanks to all those who took on the duties of team 
captain, & huge thanks to Joyce for continuing this difficult job.   



Throughout the year a number of tournaments & events were held at the Club, as follows:- 
The Summer Teams Tournament in July was a huge success once again & we should like to extend 
our thanks to Ashaway for their continuing sponsorship.  The event was won by Nick Ponting’s team 
which included several fellow former England players.  As always Kate Cooper organised the event 
very efficiently, as she has done for more than 10 years, & once again she was ably assisted during 
the weekend of the tournament by Rebecca Morrison.  Sadly, Kate has decided that she will not be 
able to organise the Teams Tournament in future but will be more than happy to offer advice & 
assistance to her successor.  We owe Kate a huge vote of thanks for setting up this event & for 
raising the profile of the tournament during her period in the driving seat.  We are very fortunate 
that Tracy Dineen has volunteered to take on the task of running the tournament in 2015. 
The Under-19 Tournament in September was a very successful event once again & we extend our 
thanks to Valerie Andrews (Tournament Referee) & Jenny Lacey (Tournament Secretary) for all 
they did to make it so.  Players from Scotland, Portugal, Switzerland & India took part; the winner 
of the Men’s Singles was a 14-year old from India!  The Anders Foundation provided extremely 
generous prize money. 
The Summer Singles League was a huge success & run most efficiently by Phil Hector, culminating in 
final matches & prize-giving in late August; trophies & prizes were awarded to the winners & 
runners-up, as well as to the most improved player in each of the two divisions –as voted for by all 
participating players.  We extend an enormous vote of thanks to Phil for doing such a good job. 
The Wimbledon Gold (& associated Cranbrook Singles) were held in November & I should like to 
extend our thanks to Judith Fisher (Tournament Referee), John Herdman (Tournament Secretary) 
& Rebecca Morrison for yet another successful event.  On-line entry & Pay-Pal were used, & the 
level of entries was so high that entries in some events had to be refused.  Wimbledon players, Sam 
Phillips & Georgina Bland featured in 3 of the finals. 
The Yonex Singles in late November was organised by Ben Beckman & attracted a reasonably good 
level of entry.  Division One was won by our own Georgina Bland.   
The ‘in-house’ Hiro Yamamoto & Devlin Tournaments, held in November & February respectively, 
were well-supported & both events were organised by Katherine Stoker.  We also ran a pre-season 
Handicap Teams Tournament &, again this was well-supported. 
The Club Championships in April was the final event of the year.  This year we offered the facility 
for on-line entry which proved quite popular, although more than 50% of entries were ‘paper’ via 
Reception.  We hope to increase interest in the on-line option next year & have already identified a 
number of aspects of the Championships where we feel we could make significant improvements.  I 
should like to thank all committee & non-committee members who helped to run the events. 
 
The Saturday evening Disability Badminton sessions continue to thrive under the supervision of our 
Disability Coach, Lorraine Brydie, with a regular attendance of 12-15 players, & there are now 25 
players on the register.  Carol Bilton & Helle Nicholson coach some of the sessions ably assisted by 
volunteer helpers.  In September Lorraine & I attended a 2-day course “Autism in Sport” run for 
Badminton England by the National Autistic Society, & held at Milton Keynes.  Para-Badminton is to 
be included in the 2020 Paralympics in Tokyo so the Anders Foundation has provided funding for us 
to run several talent-spotting sessions, aimed at young people of 8–18 years from Surrey & South 
London who may not have played badminton before; sadly, the response has been poor so there will 
be a further publicity drive.  In mid-March Lorraine, Carol & I organised the inaugural Surrey County 
BA Para-Badminton Tournament, sanctioned by Badminton England, here at the Club.  We had a low 
level of entries but had good quality players including England representatives & a player from 
Latvia; three of our Disability Session players took part in their first tournament.  Prize money was 
generously donated by The Anders Foundation.  During the same weekend we also ran a Fun 
Tournament for those with learning difficulties which also proved to be very successful. 
 
I should like to conclude by extending grateful thanks to all the Reception & Administrative Staff 
of the Club for their day-to-day support of the Badminton Section throughout the year.  Finally, I 
should like to thank my fellow Badminton Committee members for all the hours they have given to 
our Club & our very special sport during the past year. 
 
 
Marion Eyles, 
Chairman, Badminton Committee        4th June 2015 


