
 

 

Wimbledon Racquets & Fitness Club Limited 

MINUTES OF AGM Wednesday 18th June 2014  

The AGM of Wimbledon Racquets & Fitness Club Limited was held on 18th June 2014 at 7.30pm at 

the premises of the Club. 

Present: Richard Hunter (Chair of meeting), Tony Cain, Jenny Lacey, Bernard Chant, Peter Stevens, 
Will Wilde, Roger Pratt. 
 
In Attendance: Leigh Clements, Jonathon Askew from Hartley Fowler (Auditors) & 21 Members of 
the club. 
 
Call to Order 
Richard Hunter called the meeting to order at 7.30pm once everyone had signed in and welcomed 
all members to the meeting and Tracy Plumadore recorded the minutes. 
 
1. Approve the minutes of the AGM 9th May 2013 
Richard Hunter requested the minutes of last year’s AGM to be approved which had been available 
at Reception and on the website. Richard asked members if there were any issues they wished to 
raise.  No issues were raised.  The board then requested to have these minutes approved. Steven 
Rothwell proposed the motion, which was seconded by Geoff Chapman, to approve the minutes and 
the motion was then carried nem con. 
 
2. Chairman’s Report 
Richard Hunter reported on the Company’s activities over the last financial year from 30th 
September 2012 to 30th September 2013. Richard then asked Member’s to raise any questions on 
the report during ‘any other business’.    
 
3. Election of Directors 
Richard Hunter reported to the members that this year there was one available position on the 
board. Paul Garrett had expressed an interest to be elected to join the Board. Richard asked if there 
were any objections or questions to ask with regard his nomination. A vote was taken and Paul was 
elected on to the Board. 
 
The Board recommended the reappointment of Richard Hunter as a director on the board. Members 
voted and Richard was re-elected as a director.   
 
Richard thanked Tony Cain for his considerable contribution on the Board during the last 7 years. 
 
4. Appointment of New Auditors 



Richard Hunter introduced the auditors Hartley Fowler to the members of the club. A vote was taken 
and Hartley Fowler were appointed as Auditors of the club. 
 
5. AOB 
Richard Hunter asked if there were questions from the members present.  
 
Lyn Wilde asked if there was a time scale for the new Club Development Manager.   Jenny Lacy 
responded they had a short list of three candidates. Richard Hunter also said a decision would be 
made on the 22nd June, after the final interviews. 
 
Richard Hunter explained to the members, that the Christmas party takes a lot of organising. He 
asked if any members were interested in helping Anita & Julie with organising or setting up on the 
day, could they leave their name with reception and they would advise Anita & Julie. 
 
Richard Hunter then explained to the members, that he wanted to raise a question.  He reiterated 
that no decisions had been made, but wanted to know what the members felt about an idea he had 
been given by a Club member. He then went on to explain to the members that we could increase 
the membership fees from the current monthly cost by £10.00 per month. However a £10.00 credit 
would then be added to the member’s club credit which could be used for booking courts or to 
purchase food/drink in the bar. This way the scheme wouldn’t cost the members any more, but it 
would make the club more profitable and encourage ALL members to spend more time in the bar.  
 
Phil Sorrell asked about the club credit, if it was not used would you forfeit it. Richard replied that it 
could be carried over monthly but not annually. Phil then asked how many members spend the 
credit; Richard told him that they had not been able to obtain actual numbers. 
 
Carl Simons asked if you would be able to carry the credit over until the last month of the 
membership; Richard replied yes as it is about usage in the club as well as using in the bar. 
 
Julie Piper said that gym members do not go to the bar, the club credit would not benefit them. She 
also asked when was the last time the fees were increased?  Richard replied they had been level for 
a few years but in the last 2/3 years we had imposed an inflation based increase. He also said it is 
not just about money but also about socialising and bringing more people into the club bar. 
 
Paul Garrett mentioned that it takes a while to get served in the bar; therefore if the bar got busier 
we might need more bar staff. 
 
Marion Eyles raised her concern over an increase in fees, as people would not come and play as they 
might consider the club to be too expensive and would move on elsewhere. 
 
Phil Sorrell commented that it was good that members were engaged in the debate. He also 
commented that badminton costs more, squash is less and the gym is considered cheap.  To 
encourage more socialising he felt the idea was worth further consideration.   
 
Richard Hunter made it clear to the members that nothing would be done without the majority of 
members’ support; at this point he just wanted members’ thoughts. 
 
John Cross thought it was a good idea but raised concern over members leaving the club. That said 
he understands why it needs to be done. Richard responded that he realised there is an element of 
risk involved.  
 



Khalid asked how it would affect the junior members.   Richard responded that he had not thought 
about it in that detail yet, but further thought would be given to it if the members considered the 
concept favourable. 
 
 Phil Sorrell also asked how many members are just members to use the car park? It would make 
money on that category as they would not be using the credit. Richard agreed that the car park 
situation is a nightmare and confirmed that there are members who pay for a membership and only 
use the car park. This mustn’t be encouraged as it is not helpful to active members. 
 
Steve Rothwell asked what the membership rates were compared to other clubs?  Richard replied 
that he would ask the new Club Development Manager to look into this as the only data we have is 
slightly dated. 
 
A vote was taken on the principle of bringing in the scheme. 
Votes counted 6 yes 6 no with remaining attendees abstaining. 
The discussion was then closed. 
 
John Cross asked if there were any major works upcoming. Richard replied no. He explained that in 
next year’s report the office costs would be accounted for. He also went on to say that there was 
other work that the Board would like to get done.  
 
Other options being considered are: 

 To consider selling some land to enable more major improvements. 

 To improve squash courts 3 & 4 to have glass backs but needs to look at costs for this.  

 To improve the kitchen and reception areas. 

 Badminton Lights – Richard told members that the bulbs are very expensive and do not last 
long, the club is also in negotiations with other suppliers for bulbs. He would like to use LED 
lights, as this would save money and energy. He confirmed that the club had approached 
Badminton England for advice. Richard told the members that the issue of the lights had 
been going on for the last 18 months and a decision needs to be made this year. 
 

Ian Buchanan asked if the Operations Manager could ensure an advert would be going out in good 
time for the next 20 week badminton beginners’ course. Leigh Clements responded yes. 
 
No other questions were asked 
 
6. Closure of WRFC Ltd AGM 
There being no further formal business Richard Hunter closed the meeting at 8.30pm and thanked 
everyone for attending. 
 
 
MINUTES OF SQUASH AGM Wednesday 18th June 2014  

The Squash AGM was held on 18th June 2014 at 8.30pm at the premises of the Club.  

1. Report 
John Cross reported on events over the last year. John then asked if any Members had questions and 
the members responded no. 
 
2. Closure of Squash AGM 
There being no further formal business John Cross closed the meeting at 8.40pm. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF BADMINTON AGM Wednesday 18th June 2014  

The Badminton AGM was held on 18th June 2014 at 8.40pm at the premises of the Club.  

1. Report 
Marion Eyles reported on events over the last year.  
 
2. Election of Committee 
Marion read out the names of the members elected to the committee. 
 
3. AOB 
Julie Piper asked that if the disability members numbers were increasing, then should disabled 
parking spaces be relocated to outside the club. Lorraine Brydie replied there are two outside court 
7, but in the future better wheelchair access was needed to enable more access around the club. 
Also if they have a blue badge they are permitted to park in the street. 
   
Bernard Chant asked if the club championship numbers had dropped.   Marion replied no they were 
up this year. 
 

4. Closure of Badminton AGM 
There being no further formal business Marion Eyles closed the meeting at 8.50pm. 
 

MINUTES OF GYM ANNUAL REPORT Wednesday 18th June 2014  

The Gym inaugural annual report was given on 18th June 2014 at 8.50pm at the premises of the Club.  

1. Report 
Julie Piper reported on events over the last year.  
 
2. AOB 
Richard Hunter asked when the committee next meets,   could they discuss how gym members could 
be integrated into the club more. Julie responded that prior to Anna resigning she had started to 
organize socials but it is something that needs to be worked on. 
 
Julie mentioned that they needed to recruit more members on to the social committee and if 
anyone was interested to contact her. 
 
3. Closure of Gym report 
There being no further formal business Julie Piper closed the meeting at 9.00pm. 
 


